
New Zealand's Subantarctic Islands Expedition 
Dunedin - Dunedin | 14 nights aboard Le Soléal 

Expedition Highlights:
• Explore the South West World Heritage Area home to majestic and 

spectacular Milford, Dusky and Doubtful Sounds.
• Experience a Zodiac® outing in the fiords and try to spot the rare Fiordland 

Crested penguin.
• Enjoy guided walks on the Auckland Islands and Campbell Island, both 

of which are UNESCO World Heritage Sites.
• View breeding populations of New Zealand; Subantarctic Fur Seals, New 

Zealand Sea Lions and Southern Elephant Seals.
• Explore the Snares, home to more nesting seabirds than the entire realm 

of the British Isles.
• Undertake a guided walk on the predator-free sanctuary of Ulva Island.
• Gain an insight into the history and the diversity of flora and fauna from 

your expert expedition team on board and whilst exploring by Zodiac®.

On this expedition aboard Le Soléal, PONANT invites you to discover the wild and untouched beauty of New Zealand's Fiordlands 
and Subantarctic Islands. Set sail on a 14-night expedition with an exceptional itinerary and allow yourself to be transported to 
another world where the wildlife rules and you are but visitors. The South West New Zealand World Heritage Area, home to the 
majestic Dusky Sound, Doubtful Sound and Milford Sound, will allow you to explore on a Zodiac® outing and spot Fiordland 
Crested penguins, get up close to spectacular waterfalls and enjoy the vistas from the ship's outer decks. Often described as 
the “Galápagos of the Southern Ocean”, the Subantarctic Islands of New Zealand are among some of the best preserved and 
protected environments on the planet, where you will experience scenery and wildlife like nowhere else on earth. You will be 
captivated by the breathtaking landscapes, meadows of megaherbs forming a colourful tapestry and towering cliffs buffeted by 
the power of the waves and wind - the playground of the Royal Albatross. With a myriad of penguins patrolling the black sandy 
beaches it is truly a nature-lover’s dream come true.

BOOK EARLY & SAVE UP TO 30%* 
New to PONANT? Receive $800 off 

your first voyage*
Departs  9 & 28 December 2022



Contact your Travel Agent:

*Welcome Offer: per stateroom based on double occupancy and advertised in Australian Dollars (AUD). Valid when travelling with PONANT for the first time, for new bookings only and can be withdrawn at any 
time, more terms and conditions apply; PONANT Bonus: discount based on availability, can change at any time without notice.  ABN: 35 166 676 517. Photographs : ©PONANT Nathalie Michel. 

Day 1. Dunedin. Embarkation.

Day 2. Ulva Island (Stewart Island), New Zealand.
Ulva Island is a haven for many species of birds and plants 
that are rare or have died out on the mainland of New 
Zealand. Bird species regularly encountered include; the 
flightless Stewart Island Weka, South Island Saddleback, 
Yellowhead and Stewart Island Robin. Ulva Island is not 
only a bird enthusiast’s paradise, it is also one of the few 
offshore islands with a largely undisturbed podocarp forest.  
Well-maintained tracks offer easy walking for most people, 
providing a unique opportunity to see rare birds and plants at 
close quarters in a safe environment. 

Day 3. Dusky Sound & Doubtful Sound, New Zealand. 
Dusky Sound is one of the most isolated fiords in the Fiordland 
National Park. With sheer cliffs, waterfalls, shimmering lakes 
and primitive forests, each more beautiful than the next. These 
spectacular landscapes sculpted by successive glaciations 
are a source of endless wonder. During your sailing, observe 
the richness of the local wildlife: cormorants, seagulls, New 
Zealand fur seals, but also Fiordland crested penguins, a rare 
and endemic species. Referred to as the "Sound of Silence", 
there is a secluded serenity that surrounds Doubtful Sound. 
It is the deepest of the fiords with a maximum depth of 421 
metres, contains three distinct 'arms' and several outstanding 
waterfalls in the area. Your ship will spend time navigating 
around Secretary Island through both Thompson and Doubtful 
Sounds. Weather and time permitting you may explore the 
Sound from our fleet of Zodiac®.

Day 4. Milford Sound, New Zealand.
Arguably New Zealand’s best-known destination and described 
by Rudyard Kipling as the ‘eighth wonder of the world’, Milford 
Sound is a place of dramatic beauty. Its vertiginous peaks 
rise from the dark waters of the sound creating a spectacular 
backdrop that captivates even the most seasoned travellers. 
Milford Sound is breathtaking in any weather and after rain the 
two permanent waterfalls of Stirling and Lady Bowen multiply 
with magnificent effect. You can view the spectacular scenery 
from the outer decks of your ship. If weather permits, you may 
also have the opportunity to explore the fiord by Zodiac®.

Day 5. The Snares, New Zealand Subantarctic Islands.
Amongst the islands of the Southern Ocean, the Snares have the 
distinction of being the only forested group without introduced 
mammals, not even mice. Consequently, it is a remarkable 
haven for wildlife. Over 2 million Sooty Shearwaters breed here 
in the summer months. Four species of Albatross are listed as 
breeding on the Snares along with 35,000 endemic Snares crested 
penguins. Landing on the Snares is not permitted, however you 
will enjoy Zodiac® outings to witness the coastal environments 
and view the prolific wildlife, if time and weather permit.

Day 6. Enderby Island & Musgrave Inlet, Auckland Islands.
The Auckland Islands are the largest, highest and biologically 
richest of the five groups of Subantarctic Islands. They 
have been identified as an Important Bird Area by BirdLife 
International as they hold important seabird breeding 
colonies. Enderby Island has become a stronghold for the rare  
yellow-eyed penguin and the primary breeding location of 
the New Zealand Sea Lion. You will head ashore and have the 

opportunity to undertake a guided walk on the Northern Cliffs 
track as well as spend time viewing the New Zealand Sea Lion 
colony. There is also the opportunity to undertake a Zodiac® 
tour around the coastline of Enderby Island in search of the 
Auckland Island Teal and other endemic species. Musgrave 
Inlet is a picturesque bay on the eastern side of Auckland 
Island, landing here is prohibited. If time and weather permits, 
you will have the opportunity to view the spectacular flora and 
fauna from our fleet of Zodiacs®.

Day 7. At Sea.

Day 8. Sandy Bay, Macquarie Island. 
Sandy Bay is located on the East Coast of the Island and is 
home to significant Royal and King Penguin rookeries as well 
as a breeding colony of Southern Elephant Seals. Being the 
only island in the world composed entirely of oceanic crust 
and rocks from the mantle, it is an island of unique natural 
diversity and one of the truly remarkable places on earth. You 
will have the opportunity to land ashore in Sandy Bay to view 
both the King and Royal Penguin colonies as well as the other 
prolific wildlife in the Bay.

Day 9.  Anare Station, Macquarie Island. 
Long celebrated as one of the wonder spots of the world, 
Macquarie Island is an island of great beauty and outstanding 
natural diversity. There are four species pf penguin breeding on 
Macquarie Island; Royals, Kings, Gentoos and Rock Hoppers. 
There are also three types of fur seals and one seventh of the 
world's population of elephant seals breeding on the Island. 
You will have the opportunity to undertake a guided walk 
around the ANARE Station to view the facility and the prolific 
wildlife that resides here.

Day 10. At Sea. 

Day 11. Campbell Island, New Zealand Subantarctic Islands.
Campbell Island is the most southerly of the New Zealand 
subantarctic groups. It is known for its megaherbs, 
herbaceous, perennial wildflowers, with huge leaves and very 
colourful flowers. Campbell Island is also home to six species 
of albatross, and several critically endangered endemic birds 
including the Campbell Island teal and snipe. You will have 
the opportunity to undertake a guided walk on the Col Lyell 
Saddle boardwalk as well as undertake a Zodiac® tour around 
the coastline of Perseverance Harbour.

Day 12. At Sea.

Day 13. Antipodes Island, New Zealand Subantarctic Islands.
The islands are home to a wide variety of sea and land bird 
species including two species of parakeet. The seabirds range 
from the tiny storm petrel to the Antipodean wandering 
albatross, one of the largest flying birds in the world. There are 
also significant populations of erect-crested and rock hopper 
penguins. Landing on the Antipodes is prohibited. If time and 
weather permit, you will have the opportunity to explore the 
coastal environments and view the prolific wildlife from our 
fleet of Zodiacs®.

Day 14. At Sea.

Day 15. Dunedin. Disembarkation.
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